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= 4m not ignorant ( impartial! Rea- 
In der) that 80 perſwade or contend for 
| Redreſſe without Authority , little 
Soy prenailes,and oft times expoſeth ſuch 
30 > Motions ro Contempt or , Malice ; 
get the loue I owe to the Peace of the Church, en- 
forceth me to ſollicite Conformitie in a matter of 
great conſequence. If any challenge my inſufficj- 
encic, or intereſt ; let them know, that I much mare' 
eitimate the weake endenours of good meaning,then 
the more learned ſhewes of Pharifarcal Oftentation, 
T hat 1 am as well lyable to gine account of my Ta- 
lerg,as the Arch Pillars of moſſ trofound Learning; 
and that armed with theſe Reaſons, I care not what 
the moſt Cenſorious Criticke or Thraſo-vike Brag- 
gadochio can degorge againſt me. One fanor I craxe, 
That thou wilt not curiouſly enquire what 1 haue 
been®, or pry into my former Errors ( for which, ! 
humb.y b:gge pardin from the Mercy-Maſter mn 
Heauen, and from bis Vice-gerent,my dread Soue- 
De EW 9. raignd 
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raigne pon Barth ) but conſider with iudgemens 
what now I am, and bow affefted to tbe Tyuch, 
I haue is this enſuing home-ſpun Di/cowſe freely 
expreſſed jelfe touching the, ur fies 
| 47 ils, troubled the Church of\ Scot- 
land. In it I neyther wrong the dead, caſt eou- 
cempt pon the lining; neyther leuell 1 at any mans 
perſon, further then, in the mquirie of Truth, may 
eonduce to the aduancement thereof, and publike 
good. In this purſuit, I baue left all extrauagant- 
WWanders, and balk'd all circulating Complements 
(too common both to Wits and Writs in this Age )- 
and bauc runne pete in the bigh way ; wherein if I 
haue ſtumbled, I expcFt leſſe barme, or more pitty. 
What I baue written, is without Art or Infinuation; - 
perhaps it may proue 8he leſſe gracefull ; yet 1 hope + 
it\ ſhall finde correſpondence im the mindes of thoſe 
thaÞ are not imbarked in partialitie, and loues tbe 
whole better then a part. 


Fareycll. 


Amſterdam, thir 2 5, 
of Nowemb.1 622. 
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3; . <—_ T is fore-told of Chriſt, That 
x] Da. ' in che latter dayes ic ſhould be 
yl Pay | ſaid, Loe there, loe here is Christ; 
B which by the Learncd is vn- 
 derltood, not as if the Perſon 
_ C _—  witry be affumed and counterfci- 
ted, but his Authoritie and Preheminence, 
(which is to be Truth ir {clfc-) that is ro bee 
challenged ; Ecce in deſerto ecce in penetralibus : 
Some hauc ſought the Truth in the Con- 
uenticles and Conciliaþles of Heretikes and 
Se(tarics ; ſome, in the externall forme and 
repreſentation of the Church,ſome one way, 
ſome another : bur the true Badge of the 
Church, and finding of Chriſt, is in Vnity, 
Peace, and Brotherly Loue. 
B Who- 
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Whoſocuer then by contentious contro- 
uerſies'in matters indifferent, yvn{waddle the 
Church,of her Bonds of Peace, are in the 
right way of diuiding the Vnitic of Spirit,to 
open a Gapto all diſorder and {candall, that 
thereby the weake may be brought to an in- 
certaintic of Religion, the peruerle reieCt it, 
or that the Enemics of the Church ma 
make Muſicke by their diſorder, For this 
cauſe I am in good hope; that whatſocuer 
ſhall bee ſpoken ſincerely, and modeltly, for 
appealing the Relikes of ſuch coutrouerſies 
as dilturbe our Church of Great Britaine, but 
more ſpecially of Scorland,, will be taken in 

ood part,and be diſpleafant ro none. If any 
4 offended at this voyce, Vos eftis fratres, 
you are Brethren, why ſtriuc you ? Hee ſhall 
giue a great preſumption, againſt himſclfe, 
that hce is $ party that doth his Brother 
wrong. I will not emer into, the contro- 
ucrſies themfelues ; they are fo fore-ſtalled 
and determined by many more Learned 
Pennes, that whatſocuer I might fay,might 
ſceme borrowed , or of lefle weight. All 
men know and confelle, they are none of 


the high Myſtcrics of Faith , which detay- 
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ned the Church many yeeres after her firlt 
Pcace; neyther doe they concerne that grear 
parc of the worſhip of God, of which it 
is true , Non ſeruatur ronitas in credendo , nifi 
eadems fit in colendo : but' wee contend about 
Ceremonies, Policic, and things indifferent. 
Ler the offending {ide aggrauate their Gric- 
uances as the olcaſe, yet are they bur Cere- 
monies for which tkey haue ſo long conten- 
ded, and wherein no Holinefſc is put, other 
then Order, Decencic, & Conucnicncic; ney- 
ther are theſe Ceremonies ſo much ſtood vp- 
on, as duc obcdience to Superior Powers, If 
God tryed Adam with an Apple,it is enough; | 
the {inne js not valued, bur the prohibition. 
Shimei was {laine for going our of the Citric; 
the Act was little, but the Bond was great. 

I will then firſt rake a ſincere view and 
conſideration of the accidents and circum- 
ſtances of Church-comrouerſies ( at leaſt 
ſuch as concerne our ſelucs to looke vnto) a- 
mongſt which I finde, that the imper- 
feftions in the conucriation of thoſe who 
had the chiefe place in che Church , and 
cheir miſ-gouernmenr, hath cucr bcene the 


prime cauſe of Schiſmes, and Diuiſions : 
Bz For 
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For whilclt the Goucrnours of the Church 
continue full of Knowledge , and Good 
Workes, according to their Dignitic,and the 
precious-care of Soulcs impoſed vpon them; 
ſo long the Church 15 fruated(as it were' yp- - 
on a Hill; no man maketh queſtion of ir,or 
ſceketh to depart from it : But when theſe 
Farhers and Leaders loſe their Light,and thar 
they waxe worldly loucrs of themſclues, or 
pleaſcrs of men; then doe men begin to 
rrope for the Church, as in the darke ; they 
a*cin doubt, whether they be the Sucrc!!-:; 1 
of the Apoltles,or Phariftes. Howſn-., / 
{ir in Moſes Chayre, yet they neuer ipc. .c 
eanquim authoritatem habentes , becauſe they * 
| have loſt their reputation in the Conlcicnces 
of men, by declining their ſteppes trom the 
way they trace out to others ; ſo that nolite 
exire had neede continually ro bee beaten in 
the cares of men,ſo ready are they cucry way 
ro depart from the Church : For it is the 
pollicy of the ſpiricuall Enemy , eyther by 
counterfeit holineſle of Life to cftabliſh and 
authorize Error , or by the corruption of 
Manners draw in queſtion Truth and law- 
full things. This concerneth certainely the 
Bilbops 
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Biſhops to looke vnto ; to whom I am wit- 
neſle vnto my felfe, that I ſtand affected as I 
ought : No contradiQtion hath ſupplanted 
in me, the reuerence I owe to their Calling ; 
neyther hath any derration or calumnic 
imbecaſcled my opinion of their Perſons, 
Iknow ſome of them,who are moſt picrced 
wich theſe accuſations, to bee men of great 
vertue; and for the reſt, I can coftdemne 
none. I know it is truely ſayd of Fame, 
Pariter fafta atque non fatta canit ; their taxa- 
tions come nor all from one Coalt : they 
hauc many different Enemycs;ſome,ready to 
ſlander them, ſome more ready to amplifie 
ſuch {candall, and ſome moſt ready to be- 
leeue it: Ma "nes mend. cy credulitas , Creduli- _ 
tic is the Load-ſtone of Lyes, and Enuie will 
creepe, where it dare not gor- Bur if any 
hauc lolt their firlt Loue, if any be neyther | 
hot nor cold, if any haue ſtumbled at the | 
Threſhold in ſuch fort, that they cannot fir | 
well that entred 1ll; it is time they returne 
whence they are/fallen , and confi the 
things that remayne. Great is the weight 
of their fault, 2 corum cauſa abhorrebant a $a- 
crificio Domini. It is the weakeneſſe of hu- 
B 3 mane 
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mane frailtie, rather ro take poyſonable Re- 
ccits out of Gold-gliſtcring Boxes , then 
wholclome Medicipes from courſe cleanel 
Veſſels of Clay: Bur ir were better wee had 
Elias Hunger,or $amſons Thirlt,in taking our 
Meat from a Raucn, orour Drinke from the 
Iaw-bone of an Aſte, rather then to deface 
them , or calt contempt vpon their Calling. 
The holy Angell would giuz no ſentence 
of Blaſphemic againſt the common Slan- 
derer , but increpes te Dominus. It is noted 
in the Eccleſ1alticall Hiſtoric, That tbe an- 
cient Syriods, when they depriued any Bi- 
ſhops, neuer recorded the Offence , but 
buricd it in perperuall ſilence. Cham pur- 
chaſed his Fathers Curſe , for reucalin 
his Fathers diſgrace, Many good Fathers 
ſpoke ſcuercly againſt the vnworthineſle of 
Biſhops : One ſayth, Sacerdotes nominamur . 
Q& non ſumus; another layth, Niff bonum opus 
amplef.aris Epiſcopus eſſe non pores : but thelc, 
nor no other, eucr did put doubt of the 
lawfulneſle of the Calling and Ordinativn 
of —_ 


The ſecond caule of Controuecrſtes , is 
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the Church neucr wanteth ; and who 
loues the falutation of Razz1, not fo 
much in Cecremonie and Complement, as 
in inward Authoritie ,, which they ſecke 
oucr mens Mindcs, in drawing them to 
depend vpon- their Opinion, and to ſeeke 
Knowledge at their Lippes : Theſe are the 
trac Succeſſors of — , Loucrs of 
Preheminence, and doe delight vpon ano-. 
ther ſort of Spirits, which doe adhere to 
them , 24 rumgue gloria in w—_ ; Ntifte 
Fellowes, who in zcale follow mightily 
after thoſe, vpon whoſe Oracles they de- 
pend ; and are, for the moſt part, men: 
of young Yeeres , or ſuperficiall Vnder- 
ſtanding , or both , and carryed away 
with enticing apparencic of Singularitie, 
Goodly Nam-s, and Pretences 3 Pauct 
res ipſas ſequuntur , plurer nomina rerum, - 
plurini MaziStrorum ; the matter contro- 
ucrred , is lcalt choughe vpon. Yet abour' 
cle Controuecrſices , are wreathed and in-: 
terlaced ſuch: accidentall or priuate Ermu- 
lations, and Diſcontcntments , as ioyned 
together , breake foorth into ſuch con- 
tention, as violates eyther Truth , Sobrie- 
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tic,or Peace : Some will be no longer ex nu- 
mero, others {ide themſclucs, before they 
know- the right hand from the left ; Tran- 
ſeunt ab ignorantia ad preiudicium, they leape 
from Ignorance to a preiudicate Opinion, 
and neuer rake ſound Iudgement 1n their 
way : lo that inter inuenile confilium Q ſenile | 
pre.udicium omnis Veritas corrumpitur , when 
ſuch are indiflcrent, and not parriall, then is 
their ludgement weake and vnripe through 
want of yecres, and when it groweth to 
ſtrength,ir is ſo foreſtalled by pretudicart opi- 
| nions,that it is made vnprotitable. Betweene 
theſe rwo,the Truth is eacroached vpou, Su- 
reme Powers contemned,and the Honora- 
le Names of Puritic, Reformation, and Dil- 
cipline are trampled vpon and made the ſub- 
ects of contention. 
The thira occaſton (as I obſcrue ) of our 
,  Controuerhtes, 15 an extreme vnkind deteſta- 
tion of fome former Hereſic or Corruption, 
alrcady acknowledged or conuifted. Vpon 
this Root, haue molt of the Hereſies and 
Schilmes of the Church ſprung, whileft men 
hauc grounded their Zealc,and mcaſurcd the 
bonds ot molt perfect Religion, by the fur- 
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theſt diſtance from the Errors laſt condem- 
ned / but theſe be Poltbumi Herefum filty,He- 
reſics or Schiſmes that ariſe from the aſhes of 
ſuch as are already extin&t, Some thinke it 
the true Load-ſtone, to erywhich Do@rine 
is good and found, by meaſuring which is 
more or lefſe oppoſite ro the Church of 
Rome, be it Ceremonie, Pollicy, or Matter of 
Goucrnment : yea, if ir be matter of greater 
moment, that is eucr moſt perfee, aich Is 
remooued molt degrees from that Church ; 
and that cuer polluted, or blemithed , that 
participateth in any apparencie with it. Bur 
1s it reaſon, I pray you? becauſe wee differ 
from the Roman Church in the adoration -of 
the Elements, and ſubſtance of the Euchariſt, 
ſhall wee alſo abandon the reucrent, mode, 
comely,and commendable recciuing thereof 
vpon our knees ? No : wee mult keepe the 
good, and reic the bad, Ir is a confidera- 
tion of much greater wiſdome and ſobricty, 
to bee well aduiſed, Whether in the generall 
demolition of the Church of Rome in Scor- 
land (all mens aftions ms As ſome 
good was not purged with the bad > The 


Husbandman doth not diſclayme his =—_ 
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of Corne, becauſe it is mixed with Chafte, 
neyther doth the Fiſherman refuſe his 
Draught of Fiſh, becauſe there is ſome 
Weeds in the Net ; or doth God ſeparate 
himſclfe from the faithfull Soulc, becaule ic 
is polluted with humane 'corruprions ? It 
was the ancient cultome of the Fathers (ſaith 
Augwitne ) to approuc rather then reiect the 
- good things which they did find 1a the very 

Hereftcs and Schilmes. | 
The fourth cauſe of our Controuerſics, I 
take ro be the partiall attectation and imita- 
tion of Geneua and forraine Churches (a 
matter which in former times hath much 
troubled the Church:) for many of our Mi- 
niſters, in the time of their Perſecution ( as 
they call it)or rather Prodigals flight, hauing 
bcen-conucrſant with the Churches abroad, 
and receiucd a great impreſſion of the Go- 
neriment there maintained, violently ſecke 
to intrude the like into our Churches : But 
Conueniamaus im eo quod conuenit non in eo quod 
receprum e8 alibi, let vs not apiſhly imitate 
cucry neiv coyned Cultome ; Non quod opti- 
mum, ſed e bonis quod proxinum eſt eligendum ; 
of good things, not that which is belt, bur 
 . ſome- 
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ſometimes that which is rcadieſt, is to be 
choſen, I wiſh wee might ſtrive with other 
Churches,as the Vine with the Oliuc, which 
of vs bearcth beſt Fruit; not with the Thiltle 
and Bricr, which of vs is moft ynprofitable. 
Our Church in the Ile of Grear Britamne 
(prayſed be God) is nor to plain : it is elta- 
bliſhed and ſerled in the fulneſſe of Peace, in 
the {inceritic of Do&trine, and in the Wile- 
dome of Policic and Diſcipline : The Word 
is trucly preached, by many godly, lcarned, 
and famous Paſtors, the Policie & Diſcipline 
cltablifhed by che Ciuill Magiſtrat in former 
times in moſt parts of this Ile, & now confir- 
med by a Religious and Learned King, who 
from his Cradle hath labourcd to ſec the 
Church flouriſh in vnitie and peace. Shall 
then the affefted paritic of a few, tranſpor- 
ted with wrong cnds, diſturbe this Peace 2 
God forbid : Or ſhall the Gouernment - 
of the Church bee committed ro the 
confuſed Synods , Presbyteriall Meetings, 
and Parochiall Sc{lions of thoſe, whoſe 
. Voyces are numbred, not weighed ? Ta- 
lia "confilia non minunne malum ſed augent 
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' The fift cauſe of our continued fierie Con= 
rentions , is the paſſionate and vnbrotherly 
practices again(t rhe perſons of others, for 
their diſcredit and ſuppreſſion. Firlt, the Se- 
peratiſt gocth about ro condemne the Go- 
uernment of Biſhops , as an Hierarchic re- 
maining to vs of the corruption of the Roman 
Church : and then not finding footing in ſo 
ſinking a ground, he defireth reformation of 
certaine Ceremonies which hee ſuppolſcth ro 
be {uperſticious; as Kneeling at the recciuing 
of the Sacrament, Church-Liturgic, Mulike, 
the wearing of Surplus,and the like. 

Laltly, they dreame vnto themſclues an 
onely and perperuall Gouernment of the 
Church, which without conſideration, poſh- 
bilitic,or foreſight of perill, muſt be erc&ted 
and planted by che Magiltrate ; and heere 
lome ſtay : Others goe furcher og , in fol- 
lowing Knox his damnable Doctrine, and 
ſay, the ſame Gouernment mult bce reared 
vp, maintained, and accepted by the people, 
at the perill of their laluation, withour atten- 
ding ! 8 aduancement thereof by other Su- 


preme Authoritic then their owne:and from 
this Source floweth the inordinate zeale of 
lome 


RECANTATION. 13 


ſome ignorant phantaſticall or ſingular and 
ynquiet Spirits, amongſt the Gentry and Ci- 
tizens, who in ſingular humors, for popular 
applauſe (with Simon) will be baprizcd with 
companie :/ ButI wifh ſuch remember, that 
in ſecking Truth in Diſobcdience, without 
Peace, at once they loſe Truth, Loue, Peace, ' 
their Adherents,and themſclucs. Such coalcs 
of Zealc arc like the Alchymiſts E/ixar; 
about which much is ſpent, more talked,and 
ic ncucr brought to paſſe : Let the Quint- 
eſſence of your Wits be extracted , all your 
Obſcruations capirulate, all your Experi- 
ments abſtracted, and all your Arguments 
vnited , all will cad with great lofſe,and va- 
nith in ſmoake ; You ſhall but by ſeeking 
ſuca Reformation, and bringing of Impol- 
{1b1/1tics into the Church, for marcers triuiall 
hazard the oucrthrow of thoſe of greatcr 
weight and of peace for euer. Bur perhaps 
y ou will ſay, that the Biſhops maintayne as 
vwcll Abuſcs as good Ordinances, and that 
your reaſonable Demands are Yilifendit, or 
not anſwered : but I anſwere (as they haue 
formerly dotic to the like immodeſt Chal- 
lenge) That as there is no Element, which is 

C3 not 
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not through many commixtions depraued 
from! the firſt ſimplicitie, ſo no Church tuer 
breathed in fo pure an Ayre, as it might nor 
complayne of ſome thicke and ynwhole- 
ſome cuaporations of Error, or Sinne. If 
you challenge Immunitie, it 1s rather 'pre- 
ſumption then true wiſedome. If tod many 
ſinnes of practice hath thickned the Ayre of 
our Church, yer hath not once Herelae in- 
fected it: There is no Calucs in our Dan 
and Bethol, none of Jeroboams Idolarrye. 
They conteſle, that there bee many Imper- 
kechions in the Church, as Tares amongſt 
the Corne ; which, according to the Wile- 
dome taught by our Sauiour, arc not with 
ſtrife ro be pulled vp, but ro grow together 
till the Harucſt. They grow not to an ab- 
ſolute defence of all the Orders of the 
Church, or of the abuſe of good Inſtituti- 
ons; neyther doc they ſtiffely hold, that 'no- 
thing 1s to bee innouated, as if it would 
make a breach vpon the reſt, They know, 
that Leges nous legibur non recreate acceſeunt, 
Lawes not retrcſhed with new Lawcs, waxc 
lowre. They are not ignorant, thar raking 
away of Abulcs, ſupplanteth nor good Or- 

ders, 
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ders, bur confirmeth them ; and that a-con- 
rentioys retayning of a Cuſtome, is as tur- 
bulcnt x thing as Innouation : Therefore, 
as good Husbandmen, they are cucr pru- 
ning and Ikirring in their Vineyard or Ficld, 
not ynskilfully or vnſcaſonably x yer haue 
they cucr ſomewhat to doe. But in the or- 
dcring of thele things; confuſed Paritic is 
not Iudge: Priuate Profeſſion is one thing, 
and publike Reformation another ; cuery 
man mult doe that in the mayne, none this 
bur ſuch of whom God fayth, I haxe ſayd 
you are Gods : Quis ſum is the queſtion of 
2 gooa man ; bur js es, of an cnuious 
Eyc, that can ſce others, and not it ſelfe. 
Looke to your owne charge, in _ 
Gods People committed ro you , and fol- 
owing your ordinary Callings. Doe not 
like bad Husbands, gadde . fer ro O- 
ther mens Houſes , neyther bee buſie 
Biſhops in other mens Dioceſles : Ser not 

our Teeth on cdge with the ſowre 
Grapes of others, It the Rulers of the 
Church calt not out Abuſes, and vnwor- 
thy Ordinances, the ſinne is theirs ; if a- 


man vaworthy, enter, the-ſinne is his: 
; But 
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But iou will not enter, becauſe ſuch a one 
1s encred, the finne is yours : You ſhall nor 
an{wetc for other mens Faults, but for your 
owne Negle&s; other mens: finnes cannot 
diſpence with your dutie. There is a concin- 
nitic of Members, and ſympathic of Aﬀec- 
tions in Gods Houſe: The Head mult nor 
deſpiſe the Hands , or other inferior Mem- 
bers; neither thele Members cnuy the Head : 
youare to obey, Preſume not then vpon. 
your owne Worth, or contend by Malice to 
ouer-rule; neither ypon your priuat Autho- 
ritic obtrude to the Church ſuch Goucrn- 
ment, which neuer had becing, bur in idle 
Speculation : Belccue mee, Brethren, too 
much Preſumprion gnawerh the Bones of 
the Spirit cuen tothe Marrow of Ignorance; 
and when Malice and Enuy are coupled with 
Preſumption and Ignorance,and are kindled 
againlt the Modeltic of the Vertuous, the 
fame by refleftion burneth thoſe that kindle 
it, and lighteth thoſe that are detrated, till 
they attaine to the path and poſſeſſion of 
Honor. 

To tis former complaint you adde, that 
you are charged as if you did deny Tribute 
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vnto Caſar, and withdraw from the Cinill 
Magiſtrate the Obedicnce which (is due, , 
which you hauc cucr performed,and taught; 
I with from my heart, you could cleare your 
(clues of theſe too true ſuggeltions, But the 
amplification of this Point falleth to bee in 
the ſecend part of this Diſcourſe, to which 
[ leauec it. 

You fay further, That Inquifitions and 
Examinations hauc becne too ſtridtly vrged 
againſt you : That the Biſhops are roo ſud- 
den in filencing ſuch numbers of you: That 
they ought to keepe one Eye _ at the 
Good which you doc, and not to looke with 
both Eycs vpon the Euill which they fu 
poſe you doc; where now cucry inconſide- 
rate Word or light Eſcape is a Forfciter of 
your Voyce and Gifr of —_— 

Thelc bee the cauſcleſſe Complaints, vn- 
1uſtly conceiued againſt your Mother the 
Church, and ſupreme Authoritic, who hauec 
neuer ceaſed by Motherly loue and Royall 
fauours to reclayme you. Bur ſince fayre 
meanes cannor preuayle, and thar your Ot- 
fences are greater then your ſeruice, Iuſtice 


may change the Bonds of Recompence into 
D duc 


", 


u—_— 
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duc puniſhment : The Warrants of all for- 
mer times hath allowed greater ſcueritie, 
then eucr hath beene inflicted vpon you, 
Wile Generals puniſh mucinous pcrſons 
moce {cucrely then Robbers or Adulterers. 
Corab aud his company were more fearc- 
tully p!agucd then the Idolatrous 1ſraelites, 
Who caimort rather ſuffer a lewd Scruant, 
then an vadutifull Sonne, though hee pre- 


' tend a fayre colour for his Dilobedience ? 


Witcn Nature offtenderh Law, there Law 
way be iultly executed on Nature. 

You accuſe iultly Apoſtaſic-and Sepera- 
tion 4n others ; and ſhall the Church ſuf- 
fer the lealt Sciſure in you > Bur if you 
hated your Sinnes more, and Peace lefle, 
Prelacie would trouble you lefle, and you 
nor trouble the Church ar all. Bur it is 
againlt my purpoſe, to amplifie Wrongs ; 
I oncly poyart at them, ro moouc remor{c 
and amendment on the offending fide, and 
not to aniinate ſcueritic on the other fide, 
which 1s the: ſtronger party ; and who ([ 
know) neucr ( without gricfe ) did exc- 
cute thole Decrees againlt you , which 
Law and Iultice did cnioync: neyther haue 


they 
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they affeted any contentious Motion, or 
intended any Aſperſions , as ScCtaries, 
Schiſmatickes, and Puritanes, againſt you; 
but contrariwile, in all courtchic and louc 
haue reputed you to bee Brethren and 
Sonnes of one Mother, the Church. 
Yer giue mce leaue to tell you, that al- 
though you haue nor altogether cur your 
ſelucs from the Body and Communion of 
the Church. ; yet doe you affect cer- 
raine Cognizances and Differences, where- 
in you ſecke to correſpond amonglt 
your ſelucs , and bee ſeperate from it : 
But I wiſh you to vnderitand,, Tam ſwunt 
mores quidem Schiſmatici quam dogmata Schiſ- 
watice, Saint Jerome tclleth you, that He- 
refis Grece dicitur ab eleffione, co quod fibi 
eligat diſciplinam. 

You haue alſo improprica vnto your 
ſclues the Names of Zealous , Sincere, 
and” Reformed ; as if all others were 
Colde, Minglers of Holy Things , Pro- 
phane, and Friends to Abuſes. You in- 
grolle Chriſt and his true Worſhip ſo to 
your {clucs, that (as Cyprian fayd to Pu- 


' prarius )\ you will goc to Heauen - alone, 
in Ay : D z If 
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If a man be endued with rare Verrues, and 
fruirfull in Good Workes ; yer if you (ay 


- not Amen to your ſcucrall Poſttions, you 


rearme him in derogation, a Ciuill, Morall, 
or Polictike man, if nor worle : Whereas the 
Wiſcdome of the Scripture teacheth ys the 
contrary, todenominate men Religious by 
the Workes of the ſecond Table, becauſe 
the Workes of the firlt are oft times coun- 
terfeit, and praiſed in Hypo-riſfic. S. Jobs 
fayth, That a man doth vainely boaſt, thar 
hee loucth God, whom hee hath nor ſcene, 
if hee loue not his Neighbour, whom hee 
hath ſeene : And S: James fayth, That it is 
true Religion, to viſit the Fatherleſſe. and 
Widow, So, that which with you is bur 
Phyloſophicall,is wich the Apoſtles true Re- 
ligion ; and contentious [triuing, which you 
doc account Religion and Zealce, is with the 
Apoltle holden Wickednefle : But remem- 
ber, that there is a like Woe to them that 
ſpcake good of euill, as to thoſe that ſpeake 
cuil] of good. . 

If a Biſhop or Preacher preach with care 
and meditation, ordering the matter they 
nandle, ſoundly and diſtin@ly for memory, 

dedu- 
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deducing and drawing it for direion,and 
authorizing it with ſtrong Warrants: Some 
of - you haue cenſured ſuch Doftrine as a 
forme of {peaking, not becomming the ſim- 
plicitic of the Galpell, preferring it ro the 
reprchenſion of S. Pau/, ſpeaking of the en- 
ticing ſpeeches of mans Wiſedome. But be 
..not decciued with ſuch vncharitable cen- 
ſure: woe were to all the World, if Chriſt 
ſhould rye his preſence onely to your faſhi- 
ons ; or lcaue learned peaccable Spirics, and 
' make his re{1dence with Raylers. As to re- 
prchend iultly, requireth a due diſcretion ; 
{o to detraQ'iniurtoully, in a Great man is 
ſtayne of Honor, in a Learned man anote . 
of Irrcligion, and in all forts of men a 
plague of Nature, ariſing from the thoughe 
of a corrupt, vabridled, and 1infull hearr. 
If ſuch of you fay , that you exclayme a- 
gainſt none, bur againſt thoſe char haue de- 
ſcrucd is, it is in that [I taxe your indiſcreti- 
oh : for whoſocuer diſgraceth publikely,be- 
fore hee hath reprooucd priuately, may be 
a good Ariſtarchus, bur no good Chriſtian. 
If your owne manner of Preaching were 


_ exa&tly examined (I ſpeake not ofwl,bur of 
| D 3 moſt) 
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moſt) whar is it? You cxhort well, worke 
compunttion of Minde, and bring Men 
/ well co the queſtion , Yiri fratres quid age- 
mus ; Men and Brethren, what ſhall wee 
doc ? Bus that. is not enough, cxcepr you 
relolue the queſtion. The greatclt parr of 
your time allotted for Sermon , or per- 
haps an houre or two more, is ſpent -vpon 
Controuerlics, or rayling vpon particular 
crſons for cucry mil-conceited Diſcontent: 
hs God knoweth you handle Controucr- 
{ies weakely, and Obiter, as before a peo- 
ple that will accept of any thing as Ora- 
cles, that commech from you. Bur the 
Word, the Bread of Life , mult not, bee 
wrelted , neyther tofſed vp and downe : 
it muſt be broken, and Directions drawne 
ad caſus Conſcientie , that men may be war- 
ranted thereby in their Ry Aci- 


ons. And this, many of you are not 


able ro performe , through want. of 
grounded Knowledge, Study, and Time ; 
your Labours , for the molt part, bee- 
ing imploycd .ypon ncedleſſe Controuer- 
os , and ypholding of Faftious Cour- 
cs. 


Fe, | Againc, 
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Againe , you carry not an cquall hand 
in teaching the people their lawfull Liber- 
tic, as well as their Reſtraints and ' Pro- 
hibicioas : You thinke a man cannot goe 
roo farre in that, which hath a ſhew of 
a Commaundement ; - you forget , that 
there bee finnes on the right AY as 
well as on the left hand ; and that the 
Word is two-edged, and cutteth on both 
ſides , as well the | ſuperſticious Obſer- 
uance , as the prophane 'Tranſgreſſion 
Who doubteth , bur ir is as vnlawfull to 
ſhut where God hath ' opened ; as to' 0- 
pen where God hath ſhut 2 - To binde 
where God hath looſed , as to looſe 
where God hath bound 2 - Amongſt Men 
it is commonly as” ill raken , ro” re- 
tutne backe Fauours, as to diſobey Com- 
mands. 

Another Point of great inconucnicnce 
and- perill is , That you entitle the Peo- 
plc to heare Controuerſies in all Poiots 
of. Doctrine ; alledging , That there is 
no part of Gods Councell ought to bee 


ſuppreſſed , or the People defrauded : 1o 


AS$-- 


— _  ———— — . 


M4 CALDERVVOODS 


as the difference which the Apoſtle maketh 
berwixt (trong Meat and Milke,is confoun. 
dcd, and the Precept that the weake are nor 
to be admitted to Controuerfies, raketh no 
effect ; and which is a greater Scminaric of 
further Euils (whileft you ſecke to expreſle 
Scripture for cucry thing, and baue depri- 
ued your ſ{clues of a ſpeciall helpe, by im- 
beazeling the Authority of the Fathers) you 
reſort to naked Examples , conccitcd Infe- 
rences, and forced Alluſtons, which enure 
men to all yncertaintie of Religion. 

Another Extremitic you vic, in magnify- 
ing your Preaching ; which I graunt, is an 
holy Inſtitution, and powerfull meanes ro 
laluation: yet hath ir Limits, as all things 
elſc haue. Whereſocuer you finde in Scrip- 
rure mention- of the Word, you expound 
ir of Preaching, which you hauc made in 
a manner of the Eſſence of the Lords Sup- 
per; as if 1t could not be effectuall, with 
out a Sermon going before: and this hath 
beene ſpecially gricuous ro many hungry 
Soules., - who vpun their Death-Beddes , 


with groanes, hauc deſired fo precious a 
Foode, 


The 


\ ! 
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The other holy Sacrament of Baptiſme 
ou haue ſometimes tyed ro bee miniltred 
onely in the Church, and vpon Sundayes ; 
ſometimes you haue reſtrayned it for the of- 
fence of the Fathers, they being brethren of 
your owne Congregation : by which rarc . 
yncharitable inucntion, thouſands of chil- 
dren haue dycd in your default, withour 
the Scale of their Saluation , preſcribed by 
Chrilt. , 

You doe annihilate Church-Liturgies and 
ſect formes of Diuine Worſhip, and both in 
your Sermons. and Prayers onely magnific 
your extemporaric Conceptions or Reuecla- 
tions (as you ſometimes name them) cucry 
day bringeth new Conceits, and one day 
doth not ceach, but corre& another. In the 
meane time, what Preaching is, or who may 
be ſayd to preach , you make no queſtion : 
but ſure I am, chat many of you thar call 
hotely for a Preaching Miniſter, are the firſt 
that ought to be ſequeſtred from fo holy a 
Function. 7 | 

Theſe Errors and mif-proceedings you 
doe fortific and intrench, by being addicted 


ro your owne Opinions, and I ro 
care 


P "In 
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heare contradiction, or arguments, that-a 
plaud not your humors. I know-ſome of 
you thinke it a tempting of God, to heare 
or reade that, which with , good reaſon 
may bce fayd or written againſt you; as if 
there were 4 quod bonum eſt tenete, without 
omnia probate going before. 

This may ſufhce ro offer vnto you a 
view and conſideration, whether in theſe 
things you doc well or not, and to aflwage 
the partialitic of your followers. I know 
you haue the gift of Exhorcation, and 1 
ſuppoſe charitably, that you hauc Zeals, 
__ hate of Sinnc; but take heede you 
want not Knowledge, and Louc : Where 
the noyſe of Cofitention is ſo great , that 
the Truth cannot bee heard, it is. to bee 
wiſhed, the Preachers were dumbe, or the 
Hearers deafc. 

The laſt cauſe of ſuch Controucrlics, is 
the vadue publiſhing, and debating of 
them ; which Point ncedeth no long Dil-. 


courſe : 'Onely I ſay, That Characters of 
Loue arc more proper for Debates. of this 
nature, then Fire-brands of Zeale; That all 
direct or indirect Glances at mens perſons, | 

| 9 2a were . 
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were cucr,.in the like caſes, dif-allowed; 
That whatſocuer is pretended, the Pcople 


arc not fir Iudges, bur rather the quice pri- 


uate Aſſemblyes and Conferences of the 
Learned : QI apud in capacem loquitur non 
diſſeptat ſed calumniatur, The Preſſe and Pul- 
pit would bee freed from theſe Contenti- 
ons ; neyther Promotion on the one part, 
or Hate on the other, ſhould continue 
theſe Challenges, and vnwarrantable Car- 


. tells : That further, all Preachers oughr 


to bee of ſuch good temper, that in mat- 
ters .of Controuerſic , they may in Wiſc- 
dome, and Conſcience , dayly inculcate 
and /beate ypon Peace, Silence, and Cct- 
lation, | 

But becauſe I ſhall haue occaſion to 
ſpeake of this more fully hereafter, I end 
the firlt Part of this Diſcourle. 


E 2 THE 
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T is not vnknowne to you, how dange-. 
rous and hurfull the fs of the long 
ſtirres about the Goucrnment of the 
Church of Scor/and hauc been and had pro- 
* ucd in Church and Stare, if the ſedulous A- 
nimaduerſions of a, wile and forc-ſ{ccing 
King had not preuented the fame: I ceaſe 
to ſpcake of the ſcandall that hath becne 
given to Religion thereby; how many wic- 
ked or ignorant people haue beene confir- 
med in Atheiſme, how many weake Chrilti-" 
ans haue beene diſcouraged in the progreſle 
of their Profeſſion, what Sects _ bad O- 


pinions hauc growne vp in corners ; theſe 
that ſhould ( and without doubt would ) 

..- haue repreſſed them, being by Domelticall 
; Brawles thwarted and hindered. All of 
ound iudgement may percciue what ad- 
uantage the common Encmy hath taken, 

W that 
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that by ſuch prepoſtcrous Anarchic, Lear- 


ning was not onely contemned, but the Re- 
wards thereof diminiſhed, the ancient Dilci- 
pline of rhe Church oucrthrowne, the Ig- 
norant made Iudgers of the Rewards of 
Learning, and the Learned Fathers of the 
Church, Markes for Licentious Youths, ar- 
med with Malicc,to ſhoot at. The height of 
this Fury hath extended it ſelfe beyond Con- 
fuſion, Tumult,and Scandall : how oft hauc 
theſe tumultuous Practices reached to the 
height of Leaſe-Maicſty, by intending to 
conferre your head-leſſe Gouernment on 
whom you pleaſed, and how you pleaſed, 
without the Authoritic of any Supreme 
Power ? _ 

[f 1 might inſtance this, by bringing 
thoſe vpon the Stage, whoſe Errors you 
haue followed, rather then their Goodneſle ; 
I might aske you, what Fennor did in his 
Booke entituled Axiomata C aleStis Canaan ? 
Bex4 in his Booke de [ure Magiſtratuum in 
ſubdiros ? Coppinger and his followers , in 
Enzland ? Or, ro come home to our ſclues, 
what did Knox in his Letter written from 


Diepe, orin his fourc inucnomed Poſitions, . 
E 3 blowne. 
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blowne our by the ſecond blaſt of his foule- 


breathed Trumpet ? 

To deſcend and come ro our owne 
Times ; mine owne Eycs did behold that 
bolg head-lefſe Inſurreftion , knowne by 
the ſcuenteenth of September : Bur pray- 
ied be Goq, that Fire was ſoone La 4 
cd, and that Fruit rotten, before it was 
ripe ; although ſome of the Prime No- 
bilitie were inuited, or rather coniured (if 
it had bcene poſſible) to rake Armes in 
defence of your lame Cauſe. Bur let that 
blacke prodigious Day bce inuolued in 
darke Hicroglyphicks, and buricd in per- 
petuall filence, leaſt future Ages heare of 
t, or Eroftratus complayne, that hee is rob< 
bed of his Fame , for burning Diana's 
Temple, 

Laſtly, and more lately , from che aſhes 
-of theſe combultible Practices, did (Phar- 
nix-like ) ariſe that deformed wreſted 
Pamphler, maliciouſly diſperſed, but al- 
readie learnedly confured and defaced by 
that Reucrend Father , Doctor Lind/ay , 
Biſhop of Brighen. 

Bur here I will ſtay my hand, and play 

no 
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no more at this Weapon, leaſt I turne the 


Point "againſt my ſelfe , or by thruſting 
home, giue the Veine to ſome of your 
Vitall parts. You know my meaning : they 
were not the greateſt ſinners, ypon whom 
the Tower of Siloab did fall, Ynus peccat al- 
ter pleftirur ; but I wilt gently cloſe with 

ou in generall tearmes , and onely tell 
you, Thar theſe Ryors of ſingular Inſo- - 
lencic were ſufficient to' haue exaſperated 
the moſt mercifull Prince to hauc rooted 
out the memorie of ſuch Spirits, who (vn- 
der pretext of Reformation) neuer aymed 
at other end (in contempt of Regall Autho- 
ritic) then Tranſlation of Church-Gouecrn- 
ment to confuſed Paritic;orderlefle Synods, 
and to. Mechanicke Parochiall Scſlions. 
What this Reformation did profit, in buil- 
ding of Gods houſc,or repayring of it(as you 
pretended)and whar ſtrange fruits irhad pro- 
duced before this time,if God by his {eruant, 
our Soucraigne, had not wrung the Sword 
out of your hand, let ſound Iudgement giue 
Verdict. If you will goe a little along with 
me, and ſurucy vpon what grounds theſe 


proceedings & miſdemeanors were builded, 
vou 


L 
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you ſhall finde they had none ax all, but ima- 
ginary Speculation, vnable to yphold a quict 
minde, much leſſe, both Church and State, 
_ Firlt, there can bee nothing more abſurd, 
more againſt all Law, PraQtice, and Reaſon, 
then the paritic'of Church-Gouernment,or 
Parochiall ludicature, which you hauc ſo 
long maintained, and which was vpon fallſc 
Grounds broached , tro oucrthrow the Bi- 
ſhops, and aucrt the ancient Diſcipline of 
the Church, To make this-cleare, I aske 
you, if there can be any Goucrnment with- 
out Supcrioritic and DiſlinCtion of Places ? 
Can Ciuill or Spirituall Eſtates bee better 
coucrned , then by one armed with Power 
and Eminencic aboue others ? Is not Gods 
owne Citic, Spirituall Jeruſalem, a gathering 
and vaitin of: Saints intoa Diuine Pollicy, 
whereof the forme is Order ; which, as in 
all ations, ſo in the Goucrnment of the 
Church is moſt neceſſary? Hence Paul re- 
ioyceth of the Coloſsians Faith and Order. 
Looke backe againe, and behold, when Al- 
_— God gauc Magiſtrates and Lawes 
to his Church, hee appointed vnder the ſu- 


preme Magiſtrate one High Prieſt, to hque 
| the 
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the Superintendencic of the Afﬀaires of the 
Church, and vnder him diuerſe Heads and 
Diuiſtons, that Decencic and Order might 
be preſcrued, and Confuſion ſhunned, This 
ſupcrioritie of Prieſthood continued till the 
new Coucnant of Grace; in all which time, 
if cqualitic of Pricſts had becne conducible 
to the Weale of the Church, without doubr 
the Lord of the Church would hauec cſta- 
bliſhed ir. 

Secondly, after this Ceremoniall Law, our 
Saniour Chriſt rul-4 his Church as chicfe 
Bithop of our Soulcs : hee adioyncd no El- 
ders to himſclfe ; at his death hee gaue com- 
mand to his Diſciples, to rule the Churches 
where they ſhould goucrne, throughout the 
World. Wee reade, that they did excommu- 
nicate alone, that they did ordaine Miniſters 
alone, and did by ſupreme Authority rule 
both the Aﬀaires and Goods of the Church. 
Bexa confeſſeth, thar Peter alone ſtrucke 4- 
nanias and Saphira,that Paul ordayned Timo- 
thie and Titus, that hee preſcribed Lawes to 
them and their Churches ; this plar-forme 
of Paritic was not ſo much as heard of in 


the time of Perſecution. Saint Paw did 
| F write 
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write to the Biſhops of Epheſus and Smyrna; 
and to {cacrall Biſhops of other Churches; 
to them hee giveth DireCtions, and them 
hec reprooucth : which had beene very vn- 
firting , if his Authority had nor beene a- 
youe other Miniſters. All Records wir- 
nefle,, that ſcucrall Biſhops ſucceeded the 
Apolliles at Rome, ConStantinople , Jeruſalem, 
Antioch, Alexamaria, and other places : All 
the Councells giue prehenyinence, to Bi- 
ſhops ; aud ro the Councells, the Fathers 

conlent. | 
To come to later times, they whom your 
magnific aboue all others, did proteſt by 
their Writings, That if Biſhops would leauc 
Superſtition, and embrace the true Religi- 
on , they: would molt willingly ſubmicr 
themlſelucs ro their Epiſcopall Iurifdicti- 
on, as molt godly and cxpcdient for the 
Church. Melanfbon did reftifie much to 
this purpole , ſaying, That if- the Autho- 
ritic of Biſhops were reicted , a greater 
Tyrannic would follows. Zancheus oreatly 
extolled Bithops ; Bullinger, Glocer, and 
diuerſe other Learncd Proteſtants in $weth- 
land and Germanie , with Camerarius and 
Sure 
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Sturmius, did the like. Bexa himſclfe com- 
playneth , That his wordes againſt Romas 
Biſhops were wreſted againſt our Bilhops, 
But ſuppoſe, that Bexa, Daneus, Carpenter, 
Golart, Perot, Tauergues, Polan, Sneean, and 
the like, haue written all which you would 
hauc maintayned, or doc yet hold ; ſhall 
the Church of Grear Brittaine allow what 
they hauc written , for Oracles ? No ; 
there is no reaſon they ſhould : For who 
would not bee aſhamed ro oppole thoſe, 
and their followers, to the practice of the 
Primitive Church, of Iclus Chriſt, his A- 
poltles, Fathers, Councalls, Canons , to all 
Writings of Antiquity, and to the moſt 
part of our owne Times ? All theſe, by 
Practice or Decrecs , haue annulled Pa- 
ritic , and conſequently, all kinde of Go- 
ucrnment grounded vpon it : All Le- 
all Courſes haue cenſured againſt you y 
the Parliaments ( the moſt Honourable 
Courts in the Ile of Great Brittaine , or 
elſe-where ) haue declarcd againſt you; 
the Church Aſſemblycs, wherein as Mem- 


bers you had Voyces , haue found the 
F 2 nul- 


—— 
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nullitic of your cauſe, and all theſe ioyning 


in one, hauc cnioyned you to obcdicnce 
and conformitic : There reſteth nothing 
on your {ide, but exclayming, bragging,and 
libelling , which will ncuer be otherwayes 
cenſured by the Wiſe, then the fumolities 
of idle Dreame-ycnting Braynes , who 
afſuming ro themſclues) an vncontrouled 
Liberty , leaues all Lawes withour defence, 
and cxpoſerh Magiftracic ro Obloquic, at 
their NS Bur (as all Legiſts and 
eral 19a determine) priune , much 
leſſe publike Lawes arc neyther groſle- 
ly to bee icaſted at, carelcfly diſgraced, 
or fondly to bee dealt withall. Conſider 


warily of this. Point, lcaſt Tuſtice cor- 


; , re& ſuch by Roddcs, as. will not bee 


ruled - by Reaſon. So I come to the 


Third Part of my Taske, and then to 
an cnd, 


THE 
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RECANTATION: 


THE THIRD 
PART. 


Haue ſhortly leuclled at, if nor hit the 
molt matcriall Accidents and Circum- 
ſtances of che Controuerlies which long 
hauc troubled the Peace of our Church of 
Scotland, with their bad Effects ; and how 
contrary your oppoltition is to the beſt Inſti. 
tutions of former rimes. Now, after I haue 
runne poſte through the Fauours of your | 
gracious Soucraigne , I will vnfold my 
ſincere Wiſhes, and fo cloſe vp all. His 
Maicſtics prouident care fore-ſcceing , that 
your violent Platformes would in the end 
rocure the ouerthrow of your caule, did {o 
ar giue way to your inconſiderate pro- 
ccedings, till without greater inconuenicnce 
ro the Church and State, hee could nor for- 
bare to repreſſe them : in which courſe, I 
pray you conſider with mee, what Legall 
courle hath his Maielty taken, what Levitie 
E242} » hah 
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hath hee ved, what mollifying Balmes of 
loving Admonition hath hce applycd to ſo 
long teſtred Sores : Hee hath called maty 
Gencrall and Prouinciall Aſſemblyes, for 
{crtling or reinoouing many ncedleſſe Con- 
rroucrſies amonglt you.: Hee hath in Roy- 
x1 Perſon bcene preſent with you, per- 
* fwaded you by many Learncd Orations, 
- © graue Exhorrations, and Princely Admo- 
nitions : Hce hath oft times confuted your 
vngrounded Afſertions with Reaſon, when 
hee might haue repreſſed them by his 
Royall Authority. What vaſcemely miſ- 
demeanour wee fl {cene in the preſence 
of ſuch a King , my Penne without blufh- 
ing is not able to cxpreſſe : Yet theſe hath 
his more then Humane Clemencic ouecr- 
palt, and by the Load-ſtone of infallible 
Demonſtrations and inuincible Arguments 

hath drawne the molt Iudicious and Lear- 
ned amongſt- you to aſſent to the Truth, 
and lcaue ſuch factious courſes ; Witneſle 

hereof, were Learned Maſter Ro/locke , Ma- | 
ſter Nicholſon, and Maſter Cooper ( whoſe 
Workes wlll, pleade their cauſe: ) The firſt 
of theſe, vpon his Death-bed aid expoſtu- 
-+1$4--—_o 
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- 0 late with his dcarcſt Friends, how much 
your hard cenſure of his honeſt Labours 
in the, Aﬀaires of the Church , had fhorte- 
ncd his dayes : The laſt two, after chey 
were preferred to the place of Biſhops, 
and cucr before had painefully laboured 
in the Lords Harueſt, were ſo detracted . 
| by your vniuſt Calumnics , and profited 
fo little in their ſincere Intentions, thar 
very Griefe-in the Aurumne of their age did 
conſummate their dayes : But yet if I ſhould 
infiſt ypon his Maicſtics Clemencic towards 
you, I ſhould cxceede my limitted Taske. 
+ Hee hath ſparcd tho Liucs of ſuch of you, 
as were guilty of High Treaſon ; hee hath, 
vpon ſubmiſlon ,' recalled ſuch as were 
baniſhed., and eyther reſtored them to 
their owne, or better Places, Finally, hce 
hath lefr nothing vndone , that may 
make his Kingly Wiledome admired , his 
Mercic aduaunced , and you., in caſc of 
further Contumacie ,, vncapable of the 
like Royall Fauour. hercafrer. I ſpeake 
nor this , to aggrauate your Faults, ney- 
ther fawningly to inſinuate vpon Mzic- 
ſtic ; bur lealt any of you ſhould __ 
. that 
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that you bauc becene wronged , that the. 
Lawes hauc beene rigoroully extended a- 
gainſt you, or that his Maicſties proceedings 
hath becne iniurious rowards you. But as 
[ am in good hope of you, ſo my earneſt 
Wiſhes are., that-my friendly counſaile may 
ſcize on your future ations. You know,or 
may know, that hitherto you hauc onely 
rocured a fruitleſſe Reformation , and in 
the end (without doubt) you will bee the 
cauſe of greater Ewls , if by more whole« 
ſome aduice you qbuiate nor the Dangers 
ro which your inconſiderate Zeale hath 
ſubictcd. you; the Axe of Iuſtice threato-. 
neth the Roote of the fruitleſſe Tree of 
your diſobedience, and eminent puniſhment 
of your ſcandalous behauiour hangerh our 
your heads: there reſteth nothing then, bur 
that you lay afide all ſuch decciuable Opi- 
nions and priuate Aﬀections, as taints you 
eyther with Schiſme or Diſloyaltic; that you 
ſay to the Church, You arc our Mother, wee 
owe you Honour ; to the King, You arc our 
Soucraigne and Gods Vice-gerent,wee owe 
you Allegeance. .In ſo doing, you fhall tind, 
that ſome few cnſuing yceres ſhall produce 
more 
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more. profitable and plentifull Fruit in 
Church and Common-wealth , then all the 
Brawles and ſhewes of Puritie haue done 
thele fiftic yeeres palt. Examine well what 
I hauc fayd, and my hopes are, that the 
molt Factious amongſt you will bee reclay- 
med to the right way, which is all that 1 
deſire, and that the peaceable maintenance 
of the State p26 Larck 0 Bur if you will pauc 
your hearts with the inſcufibilitie of whac 
you ought to doe, by {ccking the diſturbance 
of the Church,and vnquictneſle of the State, 
then judge impartially, and you will cafily 
percciue what mult follow. 

Itis as cleare as the Sunne, that ſuch inſo- 
lencie is not longer to be ſuffered, That the 
chicfe Tenents of your Opinions are cyther 
wilfully blinded,or narurally ignorant; That 
by maintayning theſe ſingular or fond con- 
ceptions, yuu abandon the Truth , trouble 
the Peace of the Church, are oftenſtue to 
the State, and are lyable to the ſcucrity of 
Iultice. Remember, that the puricy of fub- 
{tance of our Religion con tech 10 our 
Faith and Baptifme, not 1m our Ceremonie 
or Policy, about which you haus ſo long 
G with 
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with loſſe contended. If you will conſider 
the ſlowneſſe to ſpeake, fo much commen- 
ded by Saint [ames, our long entertayned 
Controuerſies would grow together ; but 
more ſpecially, if you would leaue the fin- 
gular and ouer-weening Opinions of thelc 
Times, and renew the bleſſed Proceedings 
of rhe Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church: 
which was, in the like or greater Caſes, not 
to enter into Aſſertions and Poſitions, but 
to deliuer Councell and Aduice; wee ſhould 
ncede no other remedy at all : S; eadem con- 
ſulis frater qua affirmas, debetur conſulemti reue- 
rentia, cum nn debeatur fides aff :rn:anti. Hea- 
then Pericles, when hee intcnded to ſpeake 
publikcly, entreated his Gods (nor without | 
reaſon ) That no vnprouident Word might 
eſcape his mouth ; for the Lunacie of Wir 
is berter purged, the Inflamation of the 
Tongue better cured, and the Venome of 


the Heart more exhaled with one Ounce of 
Good Thought, and a Scruple of Pythago- 
ricurs Silentium , then with all the Turbith , 
Agaricke , Sarco cella , and Scammonie of 
Dieſcorides, Rhenbarbe of Pontus , Manna of 
Calabria ; yea, then with all the contentious 


bab- 
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babbling of Babe/. Wherefore my- deare 
Countrcymen and Brethren, ſince the Acci- 
dents are the things that brecde the Perill, 
and not the Subltance ; That the Truth 1s 
ſcandalizcd, the long paticnce of a merciful] 
and Religious King abuled ; and that, in. 
you former obſtinacy,your wilfulncſle hath 


ctrayed your Wits,and in the end will draw |. 


on, your oucenthrow , vpon your Encmyes 
Triumphs : it is time you yceld your {cues 
conformable to the Ordinances of the 
Church,cſlabliſhed by Supreme Power, that 
there were an end of ſuch vacharitable Cen- 
ſure and-vnedifying. Doftrine, wherewich 
the moſt part of your Pulpits haue been long 
hedge och unmodelt & deformed maner 
of Writing, wherewith idle Pamphblces baue |, 
beene dayly fo ſtufr,that matters. of Religion,/ 
hauc bcen handled with irreligious bands ini. 
the Stile of Stage;all reucrentcompalſſiog to- 
wardsEuils forgotten, & Religion turned into ' 


a Comedy or Satyre.But alas,to lancewounds |, 


with a laughing countenance, to intermixe. 
Scripture and {curriliry ſometime in one ſen- 
rence, is a thing farre from the deuout reue»- 
rence of a Chriſtian,and ſcarce beſceming the- 
| (G3 2 regard 
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regard of a ſober man ; Now eſt maior c 
quam ſe:4j 7 toi, The Maiclty of Religion, and 
the comempt of things ridiculous , are 
things as farre diltant as may be. 

Two ſpeciall cauſes of Atheiſme haue 1 
cucr obſcrued to be curious ; Controuerltes, 
and Prophane Scofhng : by the one, appea- 
reth the Miſcric of the Curious ; and by the 
other, the Marks of the Foolifh. What pro- 


 oreſſion theſe two, ioyned in one, will make, 


wdge you ? As I allow neyther the one, 
nor the other ; ſo doe I not commend ſuch 
as fight with eyther of them ar their owne 
Weapon : For eſteeme 1t Wiſedome and 
Religion, that a Foole is to. bee anſwered, 
but not by becomming more fooliſh, and 
like vato him + Thar the Matter which is 
handled, is to be valucd,and not the Perſon ; 
Dum de bis contendimus in malis conſentimus, 
If Diſgraces to your owne Perlons , jibbing 
ar your owne Writings, ſo mightily mooue 
you ; imagine that in others, which you 
fecle 1n your {clues : and if you take felici- 
tie to heare well, remember how to ſpcake 
well. If I were asked of two contentious 
perſons, who were moſt to bee blamed 2 I 


ſhould 
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ſhould perhaps remember the Prouerbe, 
That the ſecond Blow maketh the Fray ; or 
the (aying of an obſcure Fellow, Qui replicat 
mult;plicar ; Bur I would determine the que- 
ſtion with alter principium dedit,alter modum ab- 
ſtwwit , by the one wee haue a beginning,and 
by the other wee ſhall neuer hauc an cnd, 
I know the molt part,or all the Biſhops and 
Learned Clergy, neythcrallow of ſuch ficrie 
Sermons and {candalous Libcls,as haue been 
roo commonly vented ; or if any fawning 
perſon haue miſtaken the humours of men 
in Authority , they have facrificed Veneri 
ſuem, and hauc {ought to grartifie them with 
that which they moſt dithke : As it had 
beene good, that ſuch Births had beene 
choakt at firlt, and ncuerſcenerhe Suhnc ; fo 
the next is, That ſuch as Kereafter be hatched 
in corners, and put abroad, bce cenſured by 
all of Vaderlhanding and Conſcience, as the 
extrauagant Councels of light Perſons: Fhat 
men be warie how they. bee conuerfant in 
them,except they will depriue theroſelues of 
all ſenſe of Religion : Thar as ſiniſter imi- 
ration, or other wrong ends, haue brought 


them to delight in that vaine ; ſo the loath- 
G 3 {ome 
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ſome ſight and reprochfull cflets may moue * 
ſhame and forbearance. | 
Laltly, I doc exhort you to remooue all 
Blockes that may encounter your conformi- 
ic, ſpecially that reaſonleſſe Reaſon, Thar 
you are tyed by Oath to maintaine your for- 
mer Diſcipline in all controuerted Differen- 
ces. Ygu know (if you would know) that 
all ſuch Oathes were taken for the mainte- 
nance of the truc Religion, in the puritic of 
Subſtance, and not in the indifferencies of 
Pollicy and Ceremonies, which then, in re- 
eard of the time, were out of frame : for ac- 
cidentall Ceremonics and externall marters 
of Pollicy are not ro beryed to perperuitic, 
cyther in Eccleftaſticall or Ciuil Efiate, bur 
may bee; promouecd- or altered at all times 
from —_ co better, according to the diffe- 
rence of Times, and diſcretion of wile Go- 
ucrnours, Beſides, if you diſclayme not 
that Oath , you belye 1obn Knox ; who 
publifked by Writing to the Nobility and 
Communalty of Scor/and, That vnlawfull 
Oathes are not to bee kept ( as indeede 
they arc not.) It hee by wrelting that Text, 
did free ſubie&ts from their Al egeance to 


their 


their lawfull Princes ; why may not lawfull 
Princes iuftly vrge it againſt you , inchal- 
lenging your lawfull Obedience ? Be then. 
no more ſtumbling blockes to the weake, 
nor breakers of bruiſed \Recdes ; bur Lan- 
ternes to the Blinde, and Feete to the Lame. 
Be carcfull how you inſtruct Gods Pcople, 
committed to your charge : | Detaſte truly 
all Badges of Anaithy, and Separation. 
Haue cucr one cyc fixed ypon the indiffe- 
rencic of the things, for which you haue 
ſo long ———— and another ypon Obc- 
dicnce to ſupreme Powers, that all incen- 
diaric Fucll of forbidden Zcalc remoo- 
ucd , Chrifts ſcameleſſe Coat be no more 
diuided. You that ſo long hauc furniſhed 
Aduantage ro common Enemyecs, ſingle 
now out of the Sheafe one of Selcucw 
Arrowes , and the weakeft Finger will 
PBreake it, whileſt the whole Bundle fea- 
reth no ſtreſſe. Let -the cooling Was 
tecrs of Moderation and Reaſon quench 
and abate the fire of inordinate Zealc 
and Contention. 

It was the Impcriall Decree of Theado- 


ſur, enated by the Councell of S. Ambroſe, 
Thar 
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Thar all publike feucre Sentences ſhould be 

deferred for thirtic dayes, Vs tra derofta durior - 
emendari [cſ:4t ſententia, Qualifie the heat of 
your paſſions by mature aduice, and Gods 
preſence will rather accompanie your La- 
bours in ſuch a gentle calme Gale, then in 
the Firc-flaſhing Thunder of Reucalingsygor 
paſſionare Debates. Separate Selfc-loue, 
Seltc-will, and Vncharitableneſle, and you 
will caſily be reconciled : Prima ſanitatiars 
et roelle ſanari. © Snarle not like Curres, at 
thoſe that gently ſtroake you on the backe, 
neyther cate pu owne hearts with palc- 
 fac't Enuy, the Impoltume of the Soule, 
Remember what Saint AuguHine fayth of 
\ ſuch vnbrotherly iarres, Quid facit in corde 
Chriſtiano; Luporum feritas aut canum rabies, 
qualia' jolet eruftare turgens & imdigeſta diſcor- 
dia. Imitate no more eyther Moloſſean, or 
Melizean Dogges, in barking or biting, bur 
reduce all dil-runed Strings of Diſcord to 
the ſweer concent of Chriſtian Harmonie. 
Iulins Ceſar gloryed in nothing more, then 

in gratifying his Friends, and pardoning his 

. Enemyes:: and ſhall Chriſtians bee fo = 

itrom /parallelling fo rare a Preſident in a 


Pagan, 
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Pagan, that they ſhall contentiouſly ealum- 
niate their Leaders or Brethren ? Farrebe ir 
from them : The Myſticall Body of Chriſt 
is all faire,and this Beauty conſiſts in the ya- 
rictic of Colours, and concinne diſpoſition 
of Parts ; no Member mult murter againſt 
the Hcad or Fellow, or affett a Horch-porch 
Paritic, leaſt they martyr or marre Chriſts 
Body, which is fitly knit together in cucry 
Ioynt,that miniſtreth ro another. 
- .O then,my Brethren, ſeaſon your Actions, 
Sermons, Papers,and Diſcourſe, with the Salt 
of Wiſdome,in licu of vnbrotherly PraQtices, 
reaſonlefle Raylivg , vamannerly Writing, 
and birter Language : the firlt is begotten of 
Peace,cntertaineth Pao nat Verrue, 
inſtructeth Error,and maketh rhe Life ſaus- 
ric; but the ſecond are the Gall of Wir, the 
Bloud-ſuckers of Charity, and the Semina- 
rics of all Euils: Habete in vobis Sal & pa- 
cem habebitis inter pos ; When Wiſcdome is 
your Guide, you ſhall reade your owne Infir- 
mitics in other mens Falls ; meramorphoſle 
the Fury of Aiex, into the Wit of Vhyſſes ; 
exchange Rebellious Mutinics into Filiall 


Obedicnce : and then ſhall your aduiled Ex- 
H pericnce 
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perience and waryClrcumſpedtion arme you 
againſt all Aſſaults and Accidents; that as we 
are the Sonnes of one ſpiritual Father & Mo- 
ther, God and the Chureh ; Seruants of ons 
Malter,our Soueraigne here ypon Earth, and 
hope to þe co-heircs hereafter in Heauen : ſa 
wee may bee cloathed with one Liucry of 
Vnanimutic, Peace, and Louc ; Thar like the 
Starrcs of Heauen;cuery one in his owne fta- 
tion and order may fight Gods Batrels,in de- 
fence of our ſacred Faith, and obſcruance of 
our Allegeance ro God and his Vicc-gerents; 
That in calc of ceflation of Foraine Chrilti- 


- an Embrewments in others Bloud (which 


God graunt).we,and all tharwill fightvnder 
Chrilts Banner, may lay hold vpon the hap- 
pic occalion of Mabotreran Scillure. And 1n 
this, and what I haue written, | pray vnto 
the Lord of Life to ſecond my good Withes, 
and cncreaſe both in you and me that 
Loue, wichour which, all that 
wee doc, is vnprofitable. 


Arren, 
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perience and wary Clrcumſpettion arme you 
againſt all Aſſaults and Accidents, that as we 


ther, God and the Chureh ; Seruants of one 
Malter,our SOurralgne here ypen Earth, and 
hope to be co-heircs hereafter in Heauen : ſa 
wee may bee cloathed with one Liucry of 
Vnanimitic, Peace, and Louc ; Thar like the 
Starres of Heauen,cuery one in his owne fta- 
| tionand order may hight Gods Batrels,in de- 
fence of our ſacred Faith, and obſcruance of 
our Allegeance ro God and his Vicc-gerents; 
That in calc of ceſſation of Forainc Chrilti- 
an Embrewments in others Blond (which 
God graunt).we,and all that will tghtvnder 
Chrilts Banner, may lay hold vpon the hap- 
pic occaſion of Mabomeras Sciſlure. And 1 
this, and what I haye written, | pray vnto 
the Lord of Life to ſecond my good Withes, ' 

and cncreaſe both in you and me that 
Loue, without which, all char 

wee doc, is vnprofitable, 
+ Aren, 
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